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The Genuine 


Chriſtopher Johnſon, John Stock- 
dals, and William Peers, . 
Executed for Murder, July 23, 175 3. 


ConTAINING, 


| A TrRuE NARRATIVE of the Forging ors, and his Suc- 
ceſs 


Juvenile Exploits of Fohn- therein. 


en and Stockdale before | Some curious Particulars re- 


they became acquainted; | lating to the famous Roger 
their firſt View and Con- Tahnſon, his Father. 

ſultations; and their In- Stockdale's Letter to his Fa- 
ducements to go on the ther the Night before he 


Highway. ſuffer d. 

An exact Relation of their Their Apprehenſion, Exa- 
ROBBING and MURDERING mination before a Juſtice, 
Zachary Gardiner, the Poſt- Trial, Execution, and dy- 


man. ing Behaviour. 

An Account of a Robbery | A LEC run in Ax Arour, 
they committed on an old read at Surgeon's-Hall, on 
Gentleman in Eſſex. the Diſſection of William 

Johnſon's peculiar Method of Peers. 

To which is added, 


An Account of the young Highwayman, Thomas 
Twinbrow, for robbing two Graziers in the Edge- 


-- qo the Manner of his being taken, and 
rial, 


With two Prints of Johnſon, Stockdale, and Peers and his Wife. 
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The Genuine 


L 1 * E 8 


WILIIAX Peers, CARISTOFPHER 
1 and Jon N STOCEDALE. . : 


IT the Seſſions: held at -Juſtice-Hall | in. 
the Old Baily, before the Right Hon. 
| Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Kant. Lo Lord Mayor, 
7 © the Lord Chief Baron Parker, and other 
Hl ,of his -Majeſty's Juſtices of Oyer and 
Terminer of the City of London, on the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th of Fuly, 1753, the three following Priſo- 
ners, viz. Wiltiam Pters, Chriſtopher Jab, and 
Jobn Stockdale, were brought to the Bar, try d, con- 
victed, and received Sentence of D and all te 
Murder. 
Tu B Fact fot which William Pters was. tried, Was 
Murder of his Wife, by ſtabbing her with a 
as they were drinking together at the Whitting- 
ten and Cat in Whitechapd,” It happened, that No- 
body wes in the Room but themſelyes at the Time 3 
ſo that the Witneſſes that appeared againſt him = 
enly ſwear, hat as they were ſitting in another Room, 
they heard Pars and his Wife quarralling.; £5 55 
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2 The Genuine L.1v x s of William Peers, 
and ſaw the Woman dying, and him with a bloody 
Knife in his Hand. When they aſle'd him what could 
induce him to murder his Wife, he ſuppoſing that 
Nobody had ſeen him do it, afſur'd them that he was 
perfectly innocent of the Matter, that his Wife being 
in Liquor, fell with her Breaſt upon his Knife as he 
was holding it in his Hand. This Plea however 
ſtood him but in little ſtead, as he had no Proof be- 
ſide his own Word to ſupport it. 

THz Truth of the Cale was this: Peers being in 
no better a Situation of Life than a Journeyman Ba- 
ker, and conſequently his Wages but {mall, he 
Could not afford to maintain his Wife in ſo handſome 
-— a Manner as ſhe expected, or at leaſt defired ; and 
obſerving ſhe kept ſuch Company as he did not like, 
His Jealouſy was raiſed, and this was the Cauſe of the 
Heart-burning and Animoſities betwixt them. And 
as Peers was of a haſty Temper, and rned 
Paſſion when provoked, and at this Time, by ſome 
freſh Inſtances of her Infidelity. work'd up to the 
kigheſt Pitch, in a Tranſport of Fury he committed 
this Violence upon her. 
AxornER Vice, it ſeems, ſhe addicted herſelf to, 
was drinking, and was often intoxicated with that 
pernicious Liquor Gin; and was at this Time ſo ele- 
vated with this fiery Spirit, that when he reproved 
her ſor her ill Conduct, ſhe gave him ſeveral Blows 
in the Face, as he ſays; which ſo raiſed his Paſſion, 
as to give her that mortal Stab of which ſhe died. 
Tun Day when this Murder happened, having 
done his Work at the Bakehouſe, he went to call upon 
her at the Place where ſhe was then employ'd, to take 
her Home with him, having no other {go tary to 

end the Evening co ably t r; but how 
e ee 
their x but Toi 1 an ſtrong E- 
ee e owe by both. At laſt they agreed 


Yo go to an Alchouſe in the Neighbourhood. - Here 


Chriſtopher Johnſon, and John Stockdale. 3 
already, would not ſuffer any to be brought. This 
occaſioned a great deal of abuſive Language between 
them, which at laſt ended in the fatal Cataſtrophe ; 
which may be imputed to ſeveral Cauſes. F inſt, to 
her own ill Conduct, in giving herſelf: to Drinking, 
and keeping ſuſpicious Company ; and to the Weak- 
neſs of his Underſtanding and ungovernable Paſ- 
ſion. EE 

Tux Subſtance of the Evidence againſt him was 
this; that the firſt Perſon who came into the Room 
took the Knife out of his Hand ; and the other Wit- 
neſſes declared, that Nobody was near her but him- 
ſelf. And as he had nothing to fay in his Defence, 
or to diſprove. the Evidence brought againſt him, 
the Jury, without any Heſitation, und him guilty 
of the Indictment. = | 

As to the Nature of the Wound given, it is thus 
deſcribed by Mr. Edwards, the Surgeon, who, three 
or four Days after her Deceaſe, was ſent for by the 
Coroner's.. Inqueſt, to examine the Body; That he 
found a Wound on the upper Part of the Left Breaſt 
near two Inches long acroſs the Breaſt ; which had 
penetrated through Muſcles into the Thorax ; 
that the Breaſt was full of coagulated Blood, and 
one of the capital Veſſels, which had an immediate 
Commences with .the Heart, was entirely ſepa- 

Bur though thus clearly convicted, without a Poſ- 
ſibility of miſtaking the Evidence, tho? only circum- 
ſtantial; yet he declared himſelf as innocent as the 
Child. unborn ;; an Expreſſion as frequent in the 
Mouths of the Guilty as the Innocent. However, he 
did not long obſtinately perſiſt in his Denial; but 
being made ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of his Crime, 
and the Shortneſs of the Time allowed him to repent 
of it, he began more ſeriouſly. to think of the Matter, 
and acknowledged he was ſincerely grieved for the 
Crime he had committed; but yet could not conceive 
how it was done, * I ſuppoſe was owing to the 
| - | 


Fury 
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F 7 of his Paſſion, which render'd' hit inks pubie of 
thinking of what he was about; yet he believed her 
Deatk could come no other Way than py a Stroke 
from his own Hand. 
BEN told of the near Approach of his Death, 
and that therefore it behov'd him to make the beſt 
Uſe of the ſhort Time he had to live; by a — 
Confeſſion of and 8 for his Sins ; ; 85 rep 
That as he had been guilty of ſhedding B lood, i 
was but juſt that his Blood ſhould be ſhed,” and hum- 
bly ſubmitted to his Sentence ; but hopꝰd, that 
would be merciful to his Soul. He own'd that he 
had idled away a great deal of his Time in fooliſh 
Amuſements, which had hinder'd him from — 
à better Proviſion for himſelf than he had frequent 
Opportunities of doing, and was he to live his Time 
over again, he was fure he ſhould ſpend it in a much 
better Mannef than, he was aſham'd to ſay, he had 
done. He was particularly griev'd, he ſaid! for the 
Scandal he had brought upon himſelf and His Friends; 
who liv'd in good Reputation | in the County of Surry. 
And that after ſuch a foul Diſgrace, he did not wifh 
to live, but had rather die, being in great Hopes 
that God had forgiven, his Sins, thro” t Merits of 
his Saviour Jesus CnrtsT, 
Wr come now to the other two enn an 
at the ſame Time were convicted and ſincè executed 
for tlie Murder of Zachariab Gardner, the Pefihy-poſt- 
Man: But before we come to ſpeak of chat particular 
Fact, it will be neceffary to give an Accdunt of the 
ſeveral Characters and Manner of Life of theſe young 
Highwaymen ;' and acquaint the Reader with ſome 
of their Exploits, (for it 55 impoſſible to cotne to the 
Knowledge of all of the ) previous to that for which 


they ſuffef d. 


© Chriſtopher NG was the Son of Rates Jobi ſn, 
once famous for his Dexterity in Frauds and Gam- 
bling; but eſpeciallly for 5 s Eſcape out of Newgate, 
in n Company with Piſber , but being: advertiſed; 1 
is 


Chriſtopher Johnſon, and John Stockdale. 5 
his Perſondeſcribed, he was, inalittle Time afterwards, 
taken in a Clergyman's Habit, at Newcaſtle, hy one 
who happened to know his Face, notwithſtanding his 
Diſguiſe. At the following Seſſions he was tried for 
a Felony in breaking the Goal, whereby Fiſher: made 
his Eſcape; but the Evidence not being ſufficient to 
prove that he made the Breach, he was acquitted of the 
Felony ; which was a Capital Offence, While he 
was confined in Newgate, he married a Woman, by 
whom he had this Son, and they afterwards kept the 
Tap in Newgate, and ſhe is ſtill living. 

' WriLE Roger Jobnſon was in Newgate, it was his 
Fortune to make a Diſcovery, which procured 
im his Pardon and Releaſe from thence, It was at 
the Time that Sarab Malcolm was committed to New- 
gate, for the Murder of the People in the Temple. 
At her coming into Priſon,: ſomebody obſerving a 
large Bunch ſticking in her Hair, Roger took her 
down into the Cellar, and taking off her Cap, found 
concealed.under it, fix and thirty Moidores, eighteen 
Guineas, ſix Broad Pieces, two of which were five 
and twenty Shillings, and four of three and Twenty, 
half a five and Twenty, five Crowns, a half Crown, 
and one Shilling. Upon the Merit of this Diſcovery, 
he was acquitted of a Fraud for making Mould Can- 
dles without Entry. by ein 
Burr to return to his hopeful Son Kit, who copied 
his Father ſo exactly, that had old Roger been living 
now, he would have bleſſed himſelf to have ſeen his 
Picture ſo exactly repreſented in this notable Youth. 

* Younc Fohnſon was born in Newgate, and was 
left at his Father's Death to the Care of his Mother, 
who thought it her Duty to take ſome Care of his 
Education, to prevent his falling into a Courſe of 
Life, which had brought ſo much Diſgrace to. his 
Father, and was generally fatal to thoſe who are ſo 
unhappy as to fall into it. Accordingly ſhe ſent him 
to ſome of her Friends at Derby, who purſuant: to 
ber Requeſt, put him to School, and when tlie was 
enn | of 


6 The Genuine LIVES of William Peers, 
of a fitting put him prentice to a Sadler, 
wich whom Fn about * Years of his Time; 
but being of a Temper too volatile and roving to be 
confined to a Shop, he came to London in Search of 
Adventures, being determined to make his Fortune 
by ſome eaſier Means than the dull Road of Buſineſs. 
Ix was about three Years ago, when Jobnſon came 
w Town. His firſt Viſit was to ſome of his Mother's 
Relations, who perſuaded him to return to his Buſis 
neſs. But all their Advice was loſt upon him; he was 
too Ar and airy to be made, as he imagined, a 
; and ſo without more ado, reſolved to 
enjoy, —.— Reſtraint, all the Diverſions that this 
Town could afford. But particularly he frequented 
the Gaming-Tables, where he ſoon contracted Ac- 

with the moſt noted Sharpers and Villaing 
are the Peſt of Society. And being of a quick 
and — Genius, he was not long in learning 
thoſe Accompliſhments which qualified him for any 
ize that required Art or Contrivance. So that, 
if his om Confeſſion may be credited, there had not, 
ſine he came to Town, any Scheme of Ro ry been 
put in Execution, but what he was either the Contri« 
ver of it, or had the Direction in bringing it to bear. 
And yet ſuch was his artful Management, that he al- 
ways eſcaped with Impunity ; and many a poor 
Wretch has ſuffered for the Rogueries he has contri- 
ved and put them upon acting, and had his Share in 
the Plunder 

Bur of all the villainous Arts of! which he had 
made himſelf Maſter, Forgery was that which he 
in the greateſt Perfection, and practiced ſa 
often, that it's ſurprizing that he eſcaped ſo long un- 
diſcovered. - He could imitate a Man's Hand 10 ex · 
actly, that not even the Perſon whoſe Hand was forg · 
ed, could diſtinguiſh it from his own Writing. His 
Method was different from what is uſually practiced 
1 3 for inſtead of altering Bank 
es, forging Bills: of Exchange, or making 

Draughts 


Chriſtopher Johnſon, and John Stockdale. 7 
Draughts upon People of Subſtance under-writ with 
counterfeited Hands ; his Way was,to make apromuſo- | 
ry Note payable to himſelf, and ſet the Perſon's Name 
under it. Upon this Note he makes Affidavit of the 
Debt, and arreſts the Perſon whoſe Name he had ſub- 
ſcribed, and held him to Bail. And if the Defendant 
preſumed to defend himlelt againſt the Action, Jaa- 
ſon was never at a Loſs tor Witneſſes to prove _ 
denty of the Hand-writing. This Method he 
tifed very ſucceſsfully on ſeveral Gentlemen, whos 
notwithſtanding they Rood it out to the laſt, yet in 


the End were obliged to pay che Sums demanded by 
the Notes. 


FOAHNSON, while in Newgate, was ſo il 
with a violent Fever which ſeized him there, that he 
loſt the Uſe of his Limbs, and even ſometimes of his 
Senſes, ſo that he was not able, except at Intervals, 

give that Account of himſelf and his iniquitous 

tions, as he ſeemed very willing to do if he had 
been in Health. One Inſtance of this Kind, however, 
has come to our Knowledge, and which he conſeſs d 
upon being charg'd with it; which was this 
" Havinc informed himſelf, that a certain Gentle 
woman was worth Money, be thought her a pr 
Subject to try his Skill upon; accordingly he makes 
her Debtor to him by Note of Hand, to which he 
ſubſcribed her Name, and arreſts her upon it. She 
being conſcious to herſelf that ſhe did not owe him the 
Money, put in Bail to his Action, defended herſelf 
at a great Expence, and had certainly been ruin'd, it 
fome Gentlemen, her Friends, had not int 
vigorouſly: on her Behalf; upon which 
thought proper to drop his Suit. This he owned 


to be true, and that upon the Word of a dying Man, 


the was never indebted to him; and that he had dane 

many other Things of 'the ſame Kind, Hufen dr was 

not then able to relate. v2 
e 


-Owz would think a Man: of his roving 
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about the Town, would never have tied himſelf to 
one. But who can anſwer for his own Conduct in this 


Reſpe& ? Some beautiful Object, at leaſt if the Fan- 
cy has form'd it ſuch, is capable of beating down the 


ſtrongeſt Reſolutions, and conquering the moſt ob- 
durate Oppoſers of its Power. Fobnſon could not 
withſtand its Force, in a Lady not better principled 


than himſelf, but her Beauty was alone ſufficient, and 


he was marrried to one whoſe Father kept a public 
Houſe not far from St. Clements, about a Year and a 


half 


vagancies, as well in Dreſs, as in frequenting 
Place of Diverſion, where the Gay and Polite were af. 


ſembled. She gave herſelf no Trouble about the 


Expence, as knowing her Huſband had Ways and 


Means enough to ſupply her Wants. Neither did he 
limit or reſtrain her in her wildeſt Whimſies, but had 

a Share in all her Extravagancies. To ſupport which, 
large and conſtant Income; which as 


it required a very larg 
he was forced to r and his Schemes not al- 
ways proving ſucceſsful, he was at length reduced to 


ſuch Streights that he told her in plain Terms, that he. 


could no longer maintain her in that Height of Bra- 
very he had done; and therefore entreated her to pro- 


Vide for herſelf in the beſt Manner ſhe could, and he 


would do the ſame himſelf. 

Tur Matter was not long in Diſpute ; 4s ſhe had 
yet. a tolerable Stock. of Beauty left, upon which ſhe 

trade for ſome Time. And as tor himſelf, he 

could. follow his uſual Employment, upon which he 
could-ſubſiſt well enough. 

 ACccoRDINGLY, about five Months ago they. pare 
ed, each to follow their reſpecti 
ever ſince, in the Day- time, —— — Sealed _ 
Places where he could beſt hide himſelf from the pry- 
ing Eye, and at Night frequented Places of public 


* hete he exerciſed his Talents ae 


480. 5 
His Wife, as ſhe was as eager in the Purſuit of 
Pleaſure as her Spouſe, run into all Manner of Extra- 


- 
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ing Pockets, Sc. Yer, tho' he had a better Knack at 
his Trade, and got more Money than any of his Com- 
petitors, yet he was ſeldom long the richer for it; 
tor whatever he purchaſed by the Lightnels of his Fin- 
gers, he ſquandered away at the Gaming- Table, or 
Debauches. 

Ir was in this Manner he went on, till one Night 
being at Sadler's Wells, he ſtruck an Acquaintance with 
Stockdale; in whom he found, after diſcourſing with 
him upon various Subjects, a good deal of Aptnels for 
the ſame Courle of Lite as he led himſelf. Bur the 
Place being too public to open his Mind at large, an 
Appointment was made to meet the next Night, at 
the Billiard-Table in Holbourn; which brings us to 


ſpeak particularly of the Life and Tranſactions. of 


Stockdale, 


FOHN STOCKDALE was the Son of Mr. 
Stockdale, an eminent Proctor at Leicęſter, a Gentle- 
man of great Reputation and Buſinels. And as he 
had Means ſufficient, he ſpared no Coſt, in the Edu« 
cation of his Son, on whom he was determined to be- 
ſtow every Accompliſhment he was capable of receiv- 
ing, as well to qualify him for Buſineſs, as to make 
the Appearance of a Gentleman. And as he perceiv- 
ed in his Temper an uncommon Sprightlineſs and 
Vivacity, he was unwilling to check ſo promiſing a 
Genius, and therefore might give him the Rein a lit- 
tle too much. And as Youth, however promiſing 
it may appear in its Bloſſom, yet if it be not ſuffici- 
ently ſhelter'd againſt the blighting Winds of Plea- 
ſure, its Fruit will never come to any Perfection; ſo 
had a ſtricter Hand been kept over this unhappy 
Youth in his earlieſt Days, there is good Reaſon to 
believe, his Parents and Friends would have had the 
Comfort and Satisfaction of ſeeing him happily im- 
proving in every Accompliſhment that might render 


him a Bleſſing to them and a uſetul Member of Soci- 


C ety. 


—ͤ——— —- oem oo 


7 = 
rr —— 2 2 3 
P — — — 
q 


F 


10 The Genuine Lives of William Peers, 


ety. But too much Indulgence, I am afraid, was 
his Ruin. 


He was ſent to School, 'tis true, but had ſo little 
Inclination- to his Books, that he was glad of every 


Opportunity to get from them; for Cohfinement was 
his Averſion, and to play the Truant his common 


Practice. To play and range about with other idle 


Boys was his Delight ; and being ſuffered to take a 
wrong Biaſs at firſt, it was impoſſible afterwards to 
reduce. him within Bounds ; and his Paſſions havin 

once taken the Lead, he ſuffered himfelt to be en- 
tirely guided by them; Reaſon was drove from the 
Helm, and her Place was ſupplied by Obſtinacy and 
Self-will ; that filial Duty, which Nature ſhould 
teach Children to give their Parents, in him was no 


longer regarded than it ſuited his Intereſt, that is, 


than they would furniſh his Pocket with Money to 
purſue his Pleaſures. Whatever humoured his Fan 

or Inclination, that he followed with the greateſt Ea- 
gerneſs, not conſidering whether the Means he uſed 
to obtain it were right or wrong. It any roguiſh Tricks 
had been play'd, he was ſure to have a Hand i in, if he 
was not the chiet Contriver of them; and as in the 


Country it is reckoned no {mall Mark of Wit to be a- 


ble to do a great deal of Miſchief, eſpeciallyif it be done 


ſo cleverly as to bring the Author of it under no Suſ- 
picion, Stockdale diſtinguiſned himſelf particularly in 


this Kind of Ingenuity. | 

His Friends ſaw with the utmoſt Concern 15 
Courſes he took, and endeavoured to reclaim him 
the beſt Advice that their own Prudence eould ſuggeſt. 
They admoniſhed him of his Follies, and ſet before 
him the Dangers and Difficulties he was running into 
headlong, and endeavoured to convince him of the 
Ruin he would unavoidably bring on himſelf, unleſs 
in Time he reformed his Life, and came into a better 
Way of Thinking. But all the Pains they took, — 
all their friendly Admonitions, were like Water pour 
ed upon a Rock, that ſoen runs off, or is dried up, 

without 


1 


* 
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without leaving the leaſt Impreſſion behind it. He 


imagin'd that the Time of Youth was the only Sea- 
ſon for Pleaſure, and that the Advice of his Friends 
proceeded rather from the Moroleneſs of Age, or 


: 8 50 of enjoying thole Ke reations which he 


found in himſelf ſo ſtrong an Inclination to follow. 
His Father, in order to prevent the fatal Conſe- 
quences which he toreſaw matt attend this licentious 
Conduct of his Soa, conſulted with himſelf and his 
Friends, what Method he ſhould take to prevent the 
Ruin which he ſo much dreaded. After mature De- 
liberation, he concluded, that if he ſhould place him 
under the Care of ſome Gentleman of Probity, of his 
own Profeſſion, with a Requeſt to keep him ſtrictly 
to Buſineſs, he might poſſibly pay a greater Regard 
to the Authority ot ſuch a Perion than he did to his 
own. With this View, he writes to a Friend of his, 
a Gentleman of great Practice in Doctors Commons, in 
London, requeſting him to take his Son into his Ser- 
vice, and that he might improve the better, entreated 
him to keep him always employed, that fo he might 


I be Ry inſtructed and qualified in every Branch 
. 1 of "YE a 


ractice. | 


Pur$SUANT to this Propoſal, young Stockdale comes 
to Town, and is placed with the Gentleman to whom 


his Father had recommended him. For ſome time 
he ſeemed very. induſtrious in his Buſineſs, and ſub- 


miſſive to his Maſter's Orders. But it being a great 
Part of the Employment of the Clerks and young 
Gentlemen in Doctors Commons, to be daily going a- 
bout from Office to Office, in order to ſearch the 


Books, Rolls, Regiſters, &c. for ſomething or o- 
Ther relating to Cauſes of their Maſter's Clients, they 


have Opportunities enough of contracting Acquain- 
tance one with the other, and to make Appointments 
for Pleaſure. And it was not long before young 
Stockdale made one of the Number. He was natu- 
rally as gay and flighty as the beſt of them, and 
wanted but little Invitation to join with them in 

EE A 3 Ls 1 8 their 
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their molt extravagent Exceſſes, as far as his Pocket 
would bear him out. But the Allowance he had 
from his Father, not being adequate to the Expences 
that were neceſſary to make ſuch a Figure among his 
Companions as he was ambitious of maintaining, he 
was often extremely chagrined to think that his Fa- 
ther. who was ſo well able, ſhould be ſo ſparing in his 
Remirtances. To remedy this Evil, he had no other 
Way but to borrow of his Acquaintance, and, as a 
Security, to mortgage his ſmall Stipend, which he did 
to ſeveral of them, but at the ſame Time enjoining 
them Secrecy tor fear if his Father ſhould come to 
know it, he ſhould incur his Diſpleaſure, and per- 
haps be ſhorten'd of his Allowance for the future. 

In this Courſe he went on for ſome Months, and 
by ſuch kind of Shifts made a tolerable Figure, and 
was enabled to frequent the Places of Public Enter- 
tainment _—_ Night for ſome Time. But at laſt 
Caſh grew ſo low, and his uſual Reſources failing, as 
they muſt neceſſarily do on his failing to make good 
his Payments, he was at laſt drove to his Wit's End, 
and knew not which Way to turn himſelf ; *rill his ill 
Fortune threw him upon Jobnſon. 55 

TuEix firſt Acquaintance, as has beep already men- 
tioned, commenced at Sadler's-Wells ; where it was 
agreed to meet the next Day at a Houſe in Holborn, 
where was a Billiard Table. Here their Intimacy 
was renew'd; and on comparing Notes, they per- 
ceived that their Circumſtances were not much un- 
lize, both of deſperate Fortune, both complaining of 
ill Treatment from their Friends, both eager in the 
Purſuit of Pleaſures, yet neither of them reflecti 
on the pernicious Courſes they had taken, waich ha 


brought them into theſe Streights and Difficulties. 
Neither was there any great Difference in their Ages; 
tor Jobnſon was not quite Twenty, and Stockdale was 
ſome what turned of Seventeen. Thus both of them 
being in the Vigour of Youth, and ſuch a Similitude 
in their Humours, Laclinations, and Circumſtances, 
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no Wonder that a firm and laſting Friendſhip was 
contracted betwixt them. | | 

AFTER mutual Friendſhip contracted, and Proteſta- 
tions of Regard for each other's Intereſt, their firſt 
Conſultation was, by what Ways and Means to ſup- 
ply their preſent Exigencies. Johnſon did not im- 
mediately let him into the Secrets of his own Profeſſi- 
on for fear of ſtartling him too much at the certain 
Hazards he muſt run, even to the endangering of his 
Lite if he ſhould come into his Meaſures ; and there- 
fore, at firſt, only propos'd to teach him the Game 
of Billiards, in which it he ſhould become *a good 
Proficient, there was no Doubt but they ſhould 
Money. Accordingly they play'd ſeveral Games 
together, till S:ockdale was as perfect in it as Jobnſon 
himſelf; ſo that they beat all the Gameſters that 
play d at that Table, eſpecially if they happen'd to 
be Partners; and for a Week or ten Days they had 
a continual Run of good Luck. But one Day hap- 
pening to be divided, Fortune changed her Smiles 
into Frowns, and they loſt every Penny of their Mo- 
ney ; which again reduc'd them to the loweſt Ebb. 

Fohnfon now thought this a proper Time to repre- 
ſent to his Companion the abſolute Neceſſity they were 
under of recruiting their exhauſted Finances by ſome 
hazardous and deſperate Enterprize. Several ſecret 
Conſultations were held upon this new Propoſal ; for 
tho* Stockdale was guilty of all Manner of Exceſſes 
in the Purſuit of his Pleaſures, yet he could not be 
eaſily brought to rob upon the Highway. And tho? 
he had taken to bad Courſes, and had fooliſhly waſted 
his Income, yet he had not quite loſt thoſe honeſt 
Principles he had imbibed in his Education, which 
Conſcience, on this Occaſion, brought freſh into his 
Mind; and he had till ſome Regard for the Honour 
of his Family, which he was ſenſible would be great- 
ly defam'd by his engaging in ſuch criminal Exploits. 
Jobnſon however, by plying him with Liquor, and 
by thoſe fallacious Arguments which Men of is 
Profeſſio. 1 
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Profeſſion commoaly ule to quiet their Conſciences 
when they are acting contrary to the Laws of their 
Country, at length diſſipated all his Scruples, and 
made him a perſect Convert to his own Principles. 
Tus great Difficulty being thus removed, the 
next thing to be conſider'd was, to regulate their 
future Conduct, and to concert Meaſures for under- 
taking ſome particular Enterprize. Upon which 
Jobnſen harangu'd him in theſe Terms. Stockdale, 
« faid he, I am glad to ſee thee entertain thoſe bray2 
and generous Sentiments which only heroic Spirits 
are inſpired with. Is it juſt or reaſonable that a 
few worthleſs Fellows ſhould roll in Heaps of Gold, 
and ſuch free-born Souls as ours are, pine with 
Want, ſculk in Corners, and be afraid to appear 
in Day-light? No! the Air, the Earth, and all 
the Elements were given for the Enjoyment of all 
alike ; and I don't know what Right any Man has 
to engroſs the Product and Gifts of Nature. Gold 
is one of the Natural Products of the Earth, and 
conlequently belongs to you and me, and all alike. 
This is my Opinion, which I am reſolv'd to main- 
tain, with Sword and Piſtol, againſt any one that 
ſhall dare to diſpute it.” 
Wx have now nothing more to do than to enter 
directly upon Action; and I have already laid a 
Scheme for our firſt Exploit: It is thus: I have 
certain Information of an old Miſer, very rich, and 
never without a large Parcel of Money by him, 
and has only a Maid Servant and a Boy to wait on 
him. He lives about ten Miles off; I know the 
Houſe, and we'll pay him a Viſit, tho' perhaps we 
may not meet with a very hearty Welcome. III 
acquaint you with my Plan of Operations as we 
are upon the Road.” | 
BeinG come to this Reſolution, Johnſon went and 
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hired a Couple of Horſes in Gray's Inn Lane, to be 
ready the next Morning; But as the Buſineſs they 


went, upon was not to be done till late in the Even- 


| ing, 
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mae him no Mercy. © This was a terrible Pilem 
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ing, they took a Circuit round the Country, baiting 
at ſeveral Places as they went along, till they came 
to Rumford in Efſex, near to which liv'd the Old 
Gentleman, againſt whom the Deſign was laid. 
They ſtaid at Rumſord till between nine and ten 
o'Clock, and then took Horſe and rode into a Cops 
pice hard by, ty'd up their Horſes and walk'd to the 
Houſe, the Old Gentleman happen'd then to be in a 
Cloſet cloſe by the Street Door, looking over his 
Books. Which © Johnſon obſerving, - bid Stockdale 
keep at a ſmall” Diſtance. behind him, while he 
knock'd at the Door which as ſoon as he faw open'd, 
he ſhould ruſh in, and lay hold of the firſt Perſon he 
law, while himfelt ſecured the Rear, and acted as 
he ſhould ſee Occaſion. Oe er 

Wurx he had given thefe Orders, he went up 
boldly to the Door, with his Piſtol in his Hand, 
and knock'd, which the old Gentleman hearing, 
came himſelf to the Door and open'd it with a Can- 
dle in his Hand; which he had no ſooner done, but 
by the Light of his Candle, he ſaw a Man preſenting 
a Piſtol to his Breaſt ; at the Sight of which he was o 
frighten'd, that he had certainly fell backwards, had 
not Stockdale ſtepp'd in and caught hold of him. 
FJobnſon inſtantly join'd him, and ſhutting the Door, 
lugg' d him into the Parlour, and ſetting him in his 
Great Chair, tied him faſt to it with Cords they had 


in their Pockets, and threaten'd bitterly, that if he 


made the leaſt Noiſe, he was a dead Man. Then 


they went and ſecur'd the two Servants in the ſame - 
Manner, and returning to the old Man, found him 
in ſuch a Fit of trembling, and with Looks ſo aghaſt, 
as if he was, about to give up the Ghoſt. Ih 
however, to comfort him, faid, they had no Defign 
to hurt him; that they only wanted his Money, 
which if he would deliver peaceably and quietly, or 
give them his Keys, and tell em where jt lay, he 


ey, 


ſhould be ſafe Life and Limb, otherwiſe they would 
ma, 


for 
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for his Money was as dear to him as his Life, and it 
was ſome Minutes before he could reſolve which to 
| part with. But ſeeing a Piſtol cock'd pointed at his 
i Head, and a drawn Hanger vibrating over him, at 
i" laſt, with a trembling Voice, told em that in his Pock- 
| et they would find the Key of his Scrutore, in which 
I they would ſee a Bag, which contain'd all the Money 
he had in the Houſe. Jobnſon took the Key, went 
to his Cloſet, open'd the Scrutore, and found the 
Bag, and upon examining it, perceiv'd the Contents 
of it were all Gold, and pretty weighty. Being ſatis- 
fied with his Purchaſe, he ſearch'd no farther, and 
calling to his Companion, they went off together, 
leaving the old Man to releaſe himſelf from his Shac- 
kles as well as he could. 

BEIN got back to their Horſes they mounted, and 
il made the beſt of their Way to Town, and carrying 
i them to the Stables where they had borrowed em, 
. retired to Fohnſon's Lodgings, where they divided 
= their Booty, which amounted to about 150 /. in Por- 
= tugal Pieces and Guineas. 

| Tuis large Recruit enabled them to appear again 
in all their Gaiety, and they did not fail to ſhew 
themſelves at Aſſemblies, Operas, Plays, and in eve- 
ry Place of publick Reſort ; eſpecially at the Gaming 
Tables, where, and by their expenſive Method of 
Living, they fool'd away, in leſs than a Month, 
what they had thus got at the Hazard of their Lives. 
Being again reduced to their primitive Poverty, they 
could think of no better Means to furniſh their Poc- 
kets again, but by taking a Purſe on the Highway ; 
which their late Succeſs encouraged them to under- 
take with the greater Spirit. 
For this Purpoſe they, had ſeyeral Conſultations 
together at Johnſon's Lodgings ; and in the Evening 
they agreed upon the Route they ſhould take the next 
if Day. Sometimes it was agreed to traverſe the Ken- 
| tiſþ Roads, and beat up Blackheath ; ſometimes they 
1 would take a Ride into Surry, and away for Bagſbot 
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Heatb; at another Time they might be ſeen croſſing 
and recroſſing over -Hounſlow-Heath , and may 
Robberies they committed, and got a great deal of 
Booty, which they ſpent as idly. as they got it with 
Hazard, t 

W come now to open their laſt Scene of Action 
which: concluded in a teal Tragedy. They met, as 
ulual, at Fobnſon's Lodgings, on Saturday, June 1, 
when.it was agreed to turn out the next Monday Mor- 
ning. For which Purpoſe Jobnſan was to hire the 
Horkes, which he did on Sunday Night, tho' not 
without fame Difficulty, for the Owner of them inſiſted 
upon the Money before he deliver'd his Horſes. But 
Jobnſon expreſſing his Surprize, that he ſhould queſ- 
tion their Honour, eſpecially as he knew that he liv'd 
in the Neighbourhood, the Man was at laſt prevail'd 
upon to ſtay for his Hire till they return'd from their 
Journey, which they pretended would be no farther 
than Barnet. They likewiſe turniſh'd themſelves with 
Arms neceſſaty for ſuch an Enterprize; Stockdale 

provided himſelf with a Piſtol, Powder, and Ball 

ad, Johmſan with a Brace, together with a Hanger. 

© Monday being come, they mounted their Horſes 
— — ten O'Clock in the Morning, to proceed on 
their intended Expedition, but under a Pretence that 
they were going to ſee the Horle-races at Barnet; 
and well had it been fot chem if they had gone upon 
no other Deſign... 


Abour one o'Clock they ſtopt at a Publick Houſe, 


not far from the Place where, about an Hour after- 


watds, the fatal Deed, was done which brought t them 
to the allows, Having.refreſh'd themſelves and their 
HHorſes at this Hcuſc, they det forward again, and 
as they tode along, they were taken notice of by ſeve- 
ral Berl who ho kufpeded them to be what they xeal- 
were. At length coming pretty near a. Gate, at 
the End of a Lane near Hinchmere Hill, which o pen'd 
'tol Enfield Chace, and ſeeing a man who had zuck Tok 
m theo' „ they called to him to open the Gate Ae 
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he very civilly did. When they came up to him, 
they aſk'd him the Time ot the Day; and the Man, 
not in the leaſt ſuſpecting their Deſign, pull'd out 
his Watch, and told em it was a little paſt two o'Clock. 
Upon which Fehnſeu immediately demanded his 
Watch, which the Man put into his Hat, which he 
held out to receive it. This being done, he bid him 
deliver his Money to his Companion, who got off 
his Horſe to take it. The Man gave him a Shilling 
and ſume Halfpence; but this not ſatisfying, they 
ſaid he had more, and ſwore that if he did not that 
V.zoment deliver all he had, they would ſhoot him 
thro? the Head. Upon which he put his Hand in his 
Focket, and took out ſome Silver (how much is not 
certain) and gave it to Stockdale, While Steckdale 


Was receiving it with one Hand, and holding his 


Piſtol half-cock'd in the other, it went off, and ſhort 
the Poſtman in the Belly, of which Wound he died 
in a few Hours, 1 | 
STOCKDALE fays, that the Diſcharge of the 
Piſtol was merely accidental, which he ſuppoſ'd 
might be done by the Motion of his Hand when he 
was taking the Money, but really he knew not how 
it was done; for he was ſo trighten'd, that he inſtant- 
1y mounted his Horſe, and both rode away as faft as 
their Horſes could carry them over the Chace to- 


wards Southgate, From whence they croſſed the 


Country, till they came into Barnet Road upon 
Finchley- Common, proceeded to Highgate, and from 
"thence to Hamꝑſtead; but it ſtill-wanting ſome Hours 
of Night, they got into ſome blind Lanes, where 
they loiter'd away their Time till Night, having 
ſpent what little Money they had got of the Poſtman. 
Jobnſon went thro* Tottenbam-Court Road to St. 
Gyles's, where he left his Horſe, and went away for 


the Strand to pawn or ſell the Poſtman's Watch; 
and Stockdale took his Way thro': Pancras, and fo 
came into Grays-Inn Lane. And it was well he had 
no farther to go, for his Mare was fo broke down 
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with the Violent Exerciſe he had given her that Day, 
that ſhe was hardly able to crawl into the Stable. 
Being alighted, he deſired the Man would go with 


him to Jobnſon's Lodgings, and he would pay him 


the Hire; but John ſon being not come in, the Man 
ſaid he would call again. f 

Dux mo this Interval, Stockdale acquaints the 
Woman, where Jobnſon lodg'd, and with whom he 
kept Company, with all their Actions of that Day, 
in what Manner they had robb'd and murder'd the 
Poſtman ; how frighten'd they were at the Accident; 
and how they rode, as it were for their Lives, tor 
ſeveral Hours afterwards. wn 

Ar laſt Jobnſon came in, and having diſpoſed of 
the Watch, the Owner of Szockdale's Mare coming 
in, he paid him the Hire ; upon which be went his . 
Way, they to Supper, and ſoon afterwards to Bed. 

Hap they but coolly conſidered, that the Mur- 
der of the Man muſt have alarmed the Country, 


and that People were every where upon the Look- 


out after them, they would have kept cloſe for ſome 
Days at leaſt, till the Noiſe about it had a little ſub- 
ſided. But they, nothing daunted at what had hap- 
pened, nor dreading the Vengeance that hung over 
their Heads; the very next Morning hired freſn 
Horſes, and went again upon the Venture, but took 
the Uxbridge Road. | | 

IT was their Chance to overtake a Gentleman's 
Servant with a Portmanteau behind him. They 
immediately concluded to attack him and make Prize 
of his Luggage. Accordingly they rode up to him, 
one on each Side of his Horſe, and bid him ſtand 


and deliver; Jobnſon taking out the ſame Piſtol with 


which Stockdale had ſhot the Poſtman the Day be- 
fore, it again went off in his Hand half bent, but 
not being pointed to the Footman, it did no Miſ: 
chief; but they were all ſo frightened at the Report 
of the Piſtol, that the Footman, perceiving their 
Conſternation, took that Opportunity to ride off as 


D 2 faſt 
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faſt as he could towards the Turnpike; they however 


did not think proper to follow him, but turned -off 
another Way, and croſſing the Country, came to 


Heunſlow, where they put up to- refreſh theraichves 


and their Horſes. - 


I the mean Time, the Country; was fy alarmed 


with the Murder of the Poſtman, and other Rob- 
beries which theſe young Adventurers had commit- 
ted, that their Perſons ae o well known, that 
every Body was upon the Watch for them. And 
ſuch an exact Deſcription was given of them in the 
News-papers, as likewiſe of their Horſes, with other 
Particulars, that it was almoſt impoſſible but t 
muſt be krown whenever they ſhould appear publick- 
ly. A Number of other Circumſtances concurring 
hkewiſe to ſuſpe& theſe two young Fellows, con- 
tributed very much to the apprehending them. 
WHi1Le they ſtaid at Hounſlow, Jobnſon got migh- 
ty drunk, ſo that when he mounted again, he could 
hardly fit on his Horſe, and betore he had. rode far, 


| aQuually fell off, and bruited himſelf ſo much, that 


he was forced to put up at a blind Alehouſe in the 
Skirts of the Town, where he lay that Night. -- 

 8$TOCKDALE made the beſt of his Way Home 
to Gray's Im Lane by himſelf. But his Purtuers 
were ſo cloſe at his Heels, that he had but juſt put 
up his Horſe when they laid hold of him. On his 
a: king the Meaning of it, they told him, that he 
was one of the Men, that had robbed and murder- 
ed the Poſtman near Edmonton, for which they muſt 
ſecure him in order to bring him to. Juſtice. Stcck- 
dale, in his S. arprize, owned that he was in Compa- 
ny with the Perſon who committed the Fact, but 
had no Hand in the Murder; they then deſired him 
to inform them where his Compan' ion was. This 
he readily complied with, and agreed to go with 
them to the Place where they would be ſure ro find 
15 oy 2 _ FRE at their rg at ee 
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Chriſtopher Johnſon, and John Stockdale. 21 
had agreed to meet the next Day at the Red Lyon at 


Brent ford. 


Tus next Morning, which was Wedneſday, June 
20th,. they all ſet out together, Szockdale and thoſe 


who had him in Cuſtody, for Brentford. As they. 
- were on the Road, between -Knight/hridge and Ken/ing- 


ton, Stockdale faw him at ſome Diſtance coming to- 
wards them, and told the Perſon in the Chaiſe with 
him, that he was the Man they were in ſearch after; 
upon which jumping out- of the Chaiſe upon the Cau- 
ſey, under Hyde-Park Wall, as ſoon as Johnſon came 
up, he laid hold of him. Jobnſon, not a little ſur- 


priſed at his being ſeized in this Manner, ſaid, What's 
| this for? But before the Perſon could give him an, 


Anſwer, caſting his Eye upon the Chaiſe, he ſaw 
Stockdale, upon which, immediately gueſſing how the 
Matter was, and that he was betray'd by his Com- 
anion, he could not forbear crying out, Is that 
225 Scoundrel there ? I wiſh I had ſhot him Yeſterday, 
when I thought on it. 1 28 8 
FOHNSON being thus ſecured, the firſt Thing 
they did was to ſearch him for Arms, and they found 
under his Coat a Hanger, and in his Pocket a Piſtol, 
then tying his Hands, they put him into a Chaiſe, 
and brought him to Town. The ſame Evening they- 
were carried before Juſtice Fielding, who examined 
them very ſtrictly as to the Facts they we charged 
with, They both denied the Robbery ; but as to the 
Murder, a Crime of ſo deteſtable a Nature, that even 
the worſt of Men would avoid the Imputation of it, 
each of them accus'd the other with committing it. 
But from their mutual Accuſation,, it plainly appear- 
ing that one ar both of them was guilty of the Mur- 
der, he ſent them both to Newgate. Their Behaviour 
before the Juſtice was very different ; for Stockdale 
being quite ſober, anſwered the Queſtions put to him 
with great Modeſty and Humility ; for he ſeem'd. to 
have recovered a Senſe of his Follies, which had 
brought him into this dreadful Condition. But Jaba- 


ion, 
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fon, who had been drinking with one or other all the 


Day, was quite drunk when brought betore the Juſ-. 
rice, and behav'd with ſo much Impudence, that 


there was a Neceſſity to uſe him roughly to keep him 


in any tolerable Order. i 
By this Examination it evidently appeared that the 
Murder had been perpetrated by theſe Men; and it 
being ſoon reported in the Country that they were 
committed to Newgate, ſeveral of the Witneſſes quick- 
ly offered themſelves to fix the Crime directly upon 


them. Upou which Mr. Fielding appointed a Day 


for Re- examination, when every one might give his 
Teſtimo ay of what he knew either of the Perions, or 
of the Facts with which they were charged. They 
were accordingly ſent for from Newgate, when ſuch a 
Number of Witneſſes appeared againſt them, to 
prove them guilty both of the Robbery and Murder, 
that there was not the leaſt Doubt remaining, that 

were the Perpetrators of it. Upon which the 
the Juſtice remitted them to their Lodgings in New- 


gate, there to remain till the next Seſſions. 


STOCKDALE being conſcious, that it was by his 
Hand alone the Murder was committed, tho' unwit- 
tingly, became very melancholy-and diſpirited. He 
was now at Leiſure to reflect on all his pait Follies and 
Extravagancies. His Conſcience, which had been 
long laid afleep by the intoxicating Dreams of Plea- 
ſure, and the painted Charms of vicious Enjoyments, 
was now rouzed from its Lethargy, and ſet before 
him in full View, all the horrid Crimes he had been 
guilty of in the ſhort Compaſs of a few Years, indeed 
I may ſay, of a few Months. Diſobedience to his Pa- 
rents, Diſregard to the kind Admonitions of his 
Friends, Neglect of purſuing the honeſt and reputa- 
ble Means of acquiring a Subſiſtence by Buſineſs, the 
Folly of joining himſelf with looſe and wild Compan- 
ions, the illegal Methods he took of depriving honeſt 


People of their Properties, but above all, his mur- 


dering the honeſt Poſtman, who had never done him 
* any 
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any Injury, ſo far from it, that in mere Civility he 
had but a ll. i ute betore opened th: Gate for his Paſ- 
ſage thro? it; and tho he had done the Murder inad- 
vertentiy, yet that the Man had loſt his Life, and 
by his Means: All theſe Enormities, I ſay, coming 
full to his Remembrance, wrought ſuch a Diſtrac- 
tion in his Mind, that he would have inſtantly put 
an End to his wretched Lite, if it had been w his 
Power. But tho? he could procure no Inſtrument for 
that Purpoſe, there as one Method left, which he 
vas reſolved to purſue, and that was, to ſtarve him- 
ſelf to Death; and accordingly, for ten Days before his 
Death, as it's aſſured by his Keepers, he abſolutely 
refuſed to take any Manner of Suſtenance, either of 
Eatables or Drinkables; in hopes, by this Means, 
to prevent the Diſgrace, which his ſhameful End 
would bring on himielf and bis Family. YA 
 FOHNSON, who all his Liie-time, had been in 
a conſtant Practice of all Manner of Villainies, was 
much lets atfected with his unhappy Condition. He 
particularly comforted himſelf, that tho' he had been 
guilty of many Robberies, and that there was ſcarce 
any other Wickedneſs that can be nam'd, but what 
he might be juſtly. charged with; yet that he had 
never committed Murder. Not conſidering, that a 
a Perſon, who goes out; with a premeditated Deſign 
of doing an unlawful Act, if Murder is perpetrated 
an. the. Commiſſion of that Act, he is equally guilty 
with the Perſon by whoſe Hand it was done; and 
and that che Law looks upon all Acceſſaries in Mur- 
der as. Principals. Being at laſt convinced of this, 
and that he was no leſa guilty of the Murder than his 
Co ion, tho“ it Was not actually done by his 
— he ſeem'd very much  ſhock'd- and dejected; 
. and: was: ſoon after ſeized: with a violent Fever, which 
brought him to fo low and weak a Condition, chat 
hen üs Trial came on, he was carried on a Man's 
Back from Neugate to the Seſſions Houſe; and dis 
Diſtemper had ſe weaken'd-his Senſes, that wen: P 


C 
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Trial came on, he look'd ſtupified ; and being call'd 
npon to make his Defence, could only Anſwer, that 
| his ſevere Illneſs had deprived him of the Means of 
making thoſe ee corona for it which he ſhould other 
wiſe have done. q 

STOCK DALE behav'd with much more Firm- 4 
neſs, tho not with an unbecoming Aſſurance. But 
when ſome Perſons appeared to his Character, his 
Conſciouſneſs how ill he had deſerved a good one, 
with the Remembrance of his paſt Tranigreſſions, 

l drew Tears from his Eyes, and put his Spirits into j 
| | ſo violent an Agitation, that with his Hands, mana. 
q cled as they were, he ſmote upon his Breaſt, and as he 
turned from the Bar, beat himſelf over the Head as © 
he went down into the Bail-dock. Being aſked what 
had occaſioned him to expreſs himſelf in that paſſionate 
3 Manner, he replied, That it was not to move thbe 
2 Pity of the Spectators, for he had deſerved his Fate, 
þ but that it proceeded from the .moſt ſenſible Convic- 17 
i . and the Horror of his Guilt. "a 
FOHNSON was carried away, as he was make, 
4 upon a Man's Back, and tho' not quite inſenſible of 
; what had paſſ*d, yet extremely ill. 

As ſoon as Stockdale's Maſter in the Commons heard 
of his being committed to Newgate, he gave an Ac- 
count of it to his Father in the Country ; Which Mr. 
Stockdale was not greatly ſurpriz'd at, but indeed 
what he had expected, from the Courſe of _ 
Which, he was intorm'd, his Son lem. 

- Having duly weigh'd and conſider d this 8 
cholly Affair he return & his Friend an Anſwen, 

herein he lamented his hard Fortune; that after 
all his Care and Trouble in bringing up a. Child to 
Maturity, and his daily Anxiety and Concern: fer 
Fis future Welfare, he ſhould thus have all his 8 
- blaſted at once, and · inſtead © of that Comfort and 
- Happineſs which he might have expected from the 
Capacity and natural Endowments of his Son, he is 
Þ; 1 — with a Scene of Horror and Diſgrace. 


owever, 


* 


5 
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However, deſired him to viſit him and give him ſuch 
AS and Aſſiſtance as the Nature of his Caſe ' 

ht require, and that himſelf would be in Town 
be ore his Trial came on. 

AccoRDINGLY, a little before the Seſſions Mr. 
Stockdale arriv'd in Town ; and being inform'd by 
his Friend, that there were undeniable Evidence bo 
of the Murder and Robberies with which his Son was. 
charged, and conſequently that there was no Room 
to hope to ſave his Lite, Mr. Stoctdalt was extremely 
ſhock'd However, deſired he would accompany 
him to ſee his Son, tho” the Sight of him mult give 
him the deepeſt Affliction. The Youth, upon ſeeing 
his Father, was ſo aſtoniſhed and confounded, char 
he was ready to ſink down in his Preſence; a Flood 
of Tears uſh'd from his Eyes ; and for ſome Minutes, 
he could not utter a Word. Ar laſt he burſt out in- 
to ſuch Exclamations as theſe. —O ! Sir, how ſhall I 
look you in the Face? What Diſgrace have Ibrought 
upon you | What Deſtruction on myſelf !—O what 

a dreadful Train of Evils have I been the Author of ! 
What direful Miſchiefs have been the Conſequences 


of my Diſregards to your paternal Admonitions and 


repeated Warnings !— Robbery ! Murder ! and had 
_— been any Crimes of a dlacker Dye, I mould cer- 
ainly have been guilty of them. Can you forgive ſuch 

5 Wretch ? If your Tenderneſs ſhould extend ſo far, 
hat Reaſon is there to expect Mercy from the Al- 
mighty, to ſuch a notoriqus Render, U. who have made 
it my whole Study, and have exerted all my Facul- 
ties and Powers in acting in Deſpite and Contempt of 
his Laws ?—0 miſerable Wretch that I am ! What 
will become of me! A ShamefuPF Death is 


for me in this World but what in the — 


God i _ 

- His Father rightly jadging, from the Agony he 
ſaw him in, that, inſtead of reproaching him for his 
paſt Miſcarriage, he ſtood, rather in need of ſpiritual 


e and Ade, rol hun, that cha, a 72 
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en! of his Sins was neceſſary to true Repentance ; 1 


* he ought r not deſpair . of. the Divine Mercy, 
which 140 A 20 to the moſt atrocious Offenders, 
upon a ſincere Contrition for their Sins; that there war 
ſyfficient Merit in the Attonement which Chriff made 
= n the Croſs for the Remiſſion of Sins of the black - 
eſt Dye; an! therefore he ought, to apply to char 
Fountain of Mercy, wherein he might be alſured that 

in Soul would be thoroughly cleanſed from all its 


ind, he took his Leave of him. 
k Hi s Father atcended the Trial, and as fooh as it 
was over, too Horſe and went into the Countr 
not being able to ſee the Sentence, of Death execured 
upon his Son. 


"Youne Vockdale f * he "Reminder of bis Time, 
155 was Saturday 500 a5 5 "the next Day, in 
ra yers, Pevotions 35 Sus Facularions, and 


fo | 
prepared hitnſelf for 55 faral Hour. But on Sunday 


Night, he ,berhought bimſelf, that it became his 


ty to take is latt- Farewel of hr Father; but as 


e could not 0. it perſonally,” he hoped he would” ac- 
Bene it in, 4 Tetter, Which he” wrote in the 55 


fe | 8 10 ail | + J 
fare jn ins 
FHAYE, agrecable. to vour pious Exby tations, 
- which, A gur tender Regard, for my Soul, you 
f — 25 you wo PB Fe 0 in. 1 
diſmal ement, agplie d; my El to he 1. 
2 one Rays of Comfort 185 ve 
ed up, mE Ang, I png wit ur . Hop ay 
a> py» Hier Itore 


you, under that Load of Afflictions Which 00 
294-Foll les; hays. RA rb p*. Inſiea 


5 ad f 
"p aſu 


1 ey Ja, 


re a reath, _ 


porities. After many Exhortations of the fame 
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it were forced, from me by the moſt excruciating 
orments ! But the Hour haſtens on apace, when 

you ſhall never ſeq or hear from me any more. Take 
therefore my laſt Adieu, which concludes with wiſh« 
ing you all the Felicity that this World, and a. 

onſcience can yield you, and everlaſting Happineſg 
in the World to come; and that you may ſoon for- 
| get you ever had ſuch an unhappy Wretch for your 
3 San, as the vgry wicked, yet, I hope, truly penitenc 
| l. wa Jobn Stockdale. 


On Monday Morning, July 23, Jobnſon, Stock- 
dale, and Peers were carried to the Place of Execu- 
tion. They all behav'd with great Decency and De- 
votion. Stocłdale declared that he had no Deſign to 
kill the Man, and Jahnſon ſaid, he believed it to be 
true. Peers declared that when he ſtabb'd his Wife, 
he had no Malice in his Heart, nor any Intention to 
33 After a ſnort Time ſpent in Prayer, the 

art was drawn away, While they were crying to God 
r 5 Ws 
After the Bodies had hung the uſual Time, they 
Bere ut in a Hearſe and convey'd to Furgeon's Hall. 
But Stockdale and Jobnſon, by an Order from one of 
the Setretaries of State, at the. Requeſt of ſome Gen- 
tlemen in the Country, were put in Irons, and on 
Mantſday carried to the Place hear to where the 
72 was committed, and hung on a Gibbet thir- 
TAI Body of Pers remain'd at Surgeon's Hall in 
order. for Biſſection, and two Days afterwards a 
Lecture in Anatomy was read upon it, by a ſkilful 
Surgeon ; of Which I have procur'd the following 


GENTLEMEN, 
= * A TOMY. is an. eue Pine of. 

Iod, in order co know the Parts which com- 
Pole it. 
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Bones in the Body; ſome are long, as the Femur or 
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Anatomy is divided into two Parts, Ofteology and 
Time.” bur | ſhall only treat of the firſt at this 

ime 

- Ofteology, i in Greek, ſignifies a Diſcourſe concern- 
Bones, and contains an exact Diſtinction of what 
belongs to the Bones in common, and what to each in 
particular. But firſt we are to conſider their Definiti- 
ons, Differences, Articulations, Cauſes, Parts- and 
Number. 

A Bon is defined by Galen, to be the Wandel 8 
drieſt, and moſt terreſtrious Part of the whole Body. 

Tux Differences of the Bones conſiſt in their Sub- 
ſtance, Quantity, Figure, Situation, Uſes, — 


| Senſe, Generation, and Cavities. 


Txxy differ in their Subſtance, becauſe there are 
Bones which haye a very hard Subſtance, as the Tibia; 
others leſs hard, as the Vertebræ 3 and ſome are ſoft 
and ſpongy, as the Sternum. 

Ix. their Quantity, becauſe their Number is very 
great, and all the Bones are not equal; for ſome are 

rge, as thoſe of the Arms and Legs; ſome of a 
moderate Dimenſion, as thoſe of the Head ; aud 
fome ſmall, as thoſe of the Fingers 

Taz Figure of the. Bones is as different as there are 


Tibia ; others ſhort, as the Bones of the Wriſt and 
Heel; ſome round, as the Rotulg ; others flat, as 
that of the Palate others ſquare, as the, Oſſa Parie- 
talia ; and ſome triangular, as the firſt Bone of the 
Sternum. | 

As for their Situation, ſome are placed. i in che 
Head; others in the Trunk of the: Body; and ochers 
in the Extremitics ; ; Wi th, 0s Oblerradon, that a- 
mong thoſe of the Hh, ome have. a deeper Situati- 
on, as the three Officula of the Hearing 3, and others 
more ſuperficial, as thoſe of the Cranium. 

Tus Bones have alſo different Uſes, ſome ſerving to 
fupport the Body, as thoſe of the Thighs and Legs 
other to contain Party, as the Coſte; and oth both 
to contain and defend, : 23 the 0 of the 1 


" 
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Tau Motion 1s either manifeſt, as that of the 
great Bones of the Extremities ; or a ſecret one, as 
that of the Wriſt and the Heel; and ſome have no 
Motion at all, as the Bones of the Head. 

2 of the Bones have any Senſation, except the 
ect 

Tur Bones differ in their Generation, and Perfec- 
tion even from the Mother's Womb; ſuch as the ſmall 
Bones that lie in the Cavities of the Ear; and others 
are only perfected with Time and Years, as all the 
Bones of the Body. Of theſe ſome are — ſooner, 
as the lower Mandible; and ſome later, as thoſe of the 
Vertex, or Top of the Head. 


[I wiſh 1 ba d Room for the Remainder of this curious 


Lecture; but I muſt give ſome Account of the Jol. 
lowing extraordinary Robbery. 


HO MAS TWINB ROW was convi ded of 
aſſaulting Zobn Bowden, on the Highway, and 
taking from him in Gold and Silyer to the Amount of 
75 |. The Account which Mr. Bowden gives of this 
Affair is this, That on Monday, July 16, he and Mr. 
Thornton were going Home fun Smithfall Market to 
Watford ; and as they were riding together on the 
Edgware Road, ſuddenly a Man rode up to Mr. 
Thornton, and ſaid, Sir, your Money, Upon which 
Mr. Thornton and himſelf put up into a Gallop, but 
Twinbrow being better mounted, got before them, 
and turning upon them, ſaid, What do you mean by 
riding away from OP If you move, or fir, a Tard, Pl! 
ſhoot you dead. Upon which Mr. Thornton put. his 
Rau thro? his Great Coat Side; and Twinbrow per- 
ceiving he was fumbling in his Pocket, ſaid, Drop none, 
for if you do, PII ſhoot you this Minute, Mr. Thornton 
then pulling out his Bag, gave it him. Then he came 
to Mr. Bowden, and ſaid, Where is your Money? Mr. 
Bowden anſwer*'d he had but little. But he reply'd, 1 
know yo his Pill have Money, don't talk io me, and clapped 


Ito him, and ſworg he would ſhoot him 1 he 
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ot deliver immediately which Mr. Bo 
TK did. When he had robbed them, 5 
75 of, Mr. Thornton begged he would 1 mY 
thing to bear their Expences, My {9.7 
Fo rthins, faid he; and bi © them, g 
Dot 180ʃe back; for if they did, 8 248 98 
8 n dead, and lo rode oft as faſt 28 he could | ih 
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Motiey zwhich: I hade drapp'd ln m Rreerhes; —— 
aff. bis Hor found nins Guineas there, . which! he put into 5 


Then they ſet o on full 0 and iri 
Ne I it they 9 they Kg. 4 2.cropt V gd ehe 
rection they followed him to Pambftead + Feen, where't cy 
were informed that ne hay been ti dat Minute buying a Whip. 
hey rade on th. Rn "kim, Ce hoy tf be 
| -betorerthem, andd ſeei — — mounted) ridit 
| towards London, told Foy >&bernavbbeo by thak Mat: 
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and deſired them to. ri 
Wey did. At che fame 


call 0 
ey & ſbme lemen. ſari” Ur - 
dug at the George, nk df them eatched Bold. of ils Bid; 
M. Brewden comint + cre him, and laid, End fle 
far er ir once mort r „ „ %%% „„ an 
1 N was within about halfan an Hour n Rabtierix 
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